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CHOSING A CRATE  
 

A great approach to house training & creating great sleep patterns  
WHAT IS A CRATE?  
A crate is an indoor dog-house with one or two doors. It is big enough for your dog to easily 
stand up, turn around, and lie down in. This "indoor doghouse" is portable and can be 
placed where ever you want it, be it in the lounge room or bedroom of the house or the 
garage. They can come in three styles:  

1. Open wire cage style which folds down for easy transportation  
2. Hard plastic travel style have a heavy duty gauge wire door 
3. Material soft style, fully enclose with mesh openings 

 
The open wire cage style has close wire spacing for safety and strength, and are easy to 
clean as the tray slides out and has a black epoxy coating on the crate. It provides a room 
with a good view for you and your pet and offers more opportunity for safe socialization and 
first introductions. No small parts/nuts/bolts which could be accidentally chewed and 
swallowed. This crate also offers great ventilation which is good for our hot summer climate. 

 
The second type consists of a hard plastic snap-together top and bottom, with ventilated 
slats on the sides and a metal grille door. This type of crate provides more of a solid 
enclosure. These are often called airline crates as they are similar to the kind offered to 
transport a pet on a plane. These do not fold down however are fully movable and can again 
go anywhere in the house or even out on a patio under cover as they have a solid plastic 
body with some holes in it. These crates are not ideal for the hot Brisbane climate and not 
as easy to clean as the open wire crate.  
 
The third style Soft Dog Crates are suited for car travel, trips to the beach, camping, house-training, 
and visiting friends. They are light weight and very portable as they collapse down to approx 3 - 4 
inches wide. This style of crate is quite sturdy but being fully enclosed again some pets might find it a 
bit warm in our summer months although it does have ventilation windows and doors which an 
open mesh. 
While these crates are not cheap, they are a worthwhile investment. A damaged carpet 
alone would cost more than the crate. 
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TIPS FOR CRATE TRAINING  
 
1. Select a crate that is just big enough for your dog to turn around, stand up and stretch out in. If 
the crate is too big the dog has room to defecate at one end and sleep at the other. By being just the 
right size the dog will not want to defecate in the crate and will instead alert you if they need to go 
and toilet.  
 
2. Put some bedding as well as something that smells like you to add security to the crate. Do not 
put in any food or water overnight as this will fill the dog’s bladder and stomach and will increase 
the chance they will need to toilet during the night.  
 
3. When initially training the dog to be comfortable sleeping in a crate first place the crate in a room 
used regularly by the family so that the dog still feels involved even if they are resting peacefully 
inside the crate.  
 
4. To begin with just encourage the dog into the crate by dropping in some tasty treats or leaving a 
nice bone for them to chew on if they jump in and leave the door open initially so they can come and 
go as they please.  
 
5. Once they are comfortable entering and exiting the crate then close the door for short periods 
throughout the day to teach the dog how to become comfortable with being confined. Slowly 
increase this over time from say 5 minutes to 15 mins to 30 minutes working up to an hour.  
 
6. When you are putting your dog in the crate to use as confinement (for overnight or time out) you 
can cover it with a blanket to create a darker, more secure environment.  
 
7. Your dog needs to be comfortable with the previous steps before you ask them to stay in the crate 
overnight. Once your dog is happily spending an hour in the crate you can begin your all-night 
crating. It is recommended to begin your crate training in the morning and do a few sessions each 
day so that you can work towards overnight confinement more efficiently.  
 
8. When first starting over night crating, be prepared for your dog to wake you for the first week or 
so as they will be alerting to go to the toilet. After time they will learn to hold on throughout the 
night – young pups will take longer to learn this skill as they only have little bladders. So ensure the 
crate is somewhere that you can easily hear your dog alerting that they need to toilet. 


